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seats, window curtains and various objects of equip-
ment were installed. Soon after, the flights were re-
peated. My impressions of one of these over New
York, which was my first in the 8-40 after installation
of the upholstery, were mentioned in the beginning of
the book.
On October 12, 1931, the 8-40 flew to Washington
where it was christened by Mrs. Hoover, the wife of
the President of the United States at that time, and
received the name of " American Clipper/' We feel
justified in considering the American Clipper the fore-
runner of a series of other glorious Clipper ships
that established American air-line operation across all
oceans.
Late in the autumn, the Pan-American Airways
accepted the American Clipper and flew it to Miami,
Its maiden flight was arranged as a cruise from Miami
to the Panama CanaL Probably because the captain
of the ship during this voyage was Colonel Lindbergh
all available seats were purchased almost immediately
after the cruise was announced. I did not want to
miss the opportunity of participating in the first flight
of this ship, and made arrangements for a reserva-
tion, In November the American Clipper, piloted by
Colonel Lindbergh and Captain Basil Rowe, with a
full number of passengers, took off from Miami. The
start was delayed and, therefore, a stop was made over-
night at Cienfuegos, Cuba. In the evening the crew,
both pilots, mechanics, purser, radio operator and my-
self had dinner together.
During this time I had an interesting and construc-
tive discussion with Colonel Lindbeigh and Captain
Rowe on the subject of a still more efficient and re-